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Dear Parents, 

 

As hard as it is to believe, we are entering the final three months of the school year.  

As we look forward to warmer days, we need to remain mindful of the standards 

and expectations established by the Morris Hills Regional District, not the least of 

which concern themselves with consistent student attendance and punctuality. The 

Morris Hills Regional District has always placed a high value on both, and for that 

reason, I wish to review the guidelines governing district standards relative to 

school attendance. These guidelines are not new to us; but sometimes it is prudent 

to review in the interest of both student and parental clarity, especially with the 

onset of spring activities. Staying informed is our shared responsibility, so I hope 

you find this information to be helpful. 

 

 Unauthorized Absences 

 

The Morris Hills Regional District has always addressed the issue of cut days, which usual-

ly occur in the spring of the year. Our school district does not condone this kind of absentee-

ism for any student, any group of students, or for any particular grade level, including sen-

iors. Cut days will be considered as truancies and will be dealt with in accordance with our 

Morris Hills Regional District’s Attendance Policy, resulting in suspension from school. 

 

Prom Activities 

 

  Junior Prom       Senior Prom 

  May 19, 2017       June 9, 2017 

 

The prom season is one of the highlights of our school's social calendar; it is an exciting and 

special time, especially for juniors and seniors. Nonetheless, regular daily attendance must 

be maintained in order to qualify for participation in these events. To clarify our building 

procedures for students attending proms in the Morris Hills Regional District, we 
will follow these guidelines: 
 

1. Students attending our school-sponsored proms must be in attendance at school on               

the date of the prom until at least 12:42PM. 

 

2. Please note that all seniors, regardless of whether they are attending the prom or 

not, will receive an early dismissal provided they are not on a contract due to an 

attendance appeal. 

 

3. Morris Hills High School will honor requests for early dismissal only upon com-

pletion of the appropriate form. Early dismissal forms were distributed to all jun-

iors at the Junior Class Prom Meeting. Extra copies may be obtained in the General 

Office. 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

JUNIOR PROM – Early dismissal forms must be received by the Attendance Office no later than Friday, May 5 th.    

 

SENIOR PROM – Any underclassman attending the Senior Prom must turn in his or her early dismissal form to the 

Attendance Office no later than Thursday, May 25th. 

 

Our class advisors will provide us with a list of all students attending the proms.  Students not attending the Junior Prom 

are expected to be in school all day. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Any absences from classes after the 12:42PM early dismissal time will be in violation of the standards 

set for Perfect Attendance. 

        

4. Students attending our school-sponsored proms are expected to be present in school on the first school day immediately 

following our prom dates. Students who attend a prom and are not in attendance by 8:05AM on the first day of school 

following a prom date will be considered truant from school. These dates are Monday, May 22nd for the Junior Prom and 

Monday, June 12th for the Senior Prom. 

 

5. Students and parents should be aware that prom night is a school activity and under no circumstances will the consump-

tion of alcohol or drugs be tolerated. If, in the opinion of the chaperones, a student is impaired in any way, the Morris 

Hills Regional District’s Drug and Alcohol Policy will be enforced. This means parental notification, immediate referral 

to an emergency room physician, drug and alcohol testing, drug and alcohol assessment, and suspension from school. In 

addition, seniors may be excluded from year-end activities and/or the graduation ceremony.  

 

I hope the above information lends clarity to some of the many questions asked by both students and parents as the school year 

winds down. My equal hope is for all stakeholders to complete the year on a positive note, greeting the warm weather with strength 

of purpose and renewal. It has been a long year, one which beckons us all to cross the finish line with vitality and sustained focus. 

Our jobs are not yet done, and our need for partnership remains constant. 

 

As parents, your continued support is appreciated on these above issues. Thank you for being there to help us define the importance 

of school attendance and punctuality; and thank you, as always, for articulating such expectations at home.  

 

 

In the Spirit of Partnership,  

 

 

 

 

Todd M. Toriello 

Principal  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

student activities  

2016 – 2017 

 
 

I am excited to discuss with you the enormous impact that student activities have on the students of Morris Hills High School. The 

variety of our programs and the amount of diversity present amongst them truly gives each student the ability to foster their inter-

ests, continue with their personal growth and become the best versions of them. 

 

The previous months have been filled with a variety of activity programs and student achievements that illustrate the great things 

our students do on a daily basis. Their achievements not only illustrate the hard work and dedication that the students exhibit, but 

also the sacrifices that their club advisors make.  

 

The DECA team, under the direction of Mrs. Colleen Perry, also experienced amazing success on their way to participating in  

February’s state competition. These students dedicated themselves to their specific fields of study and were extremely successful.   

Congratulations to the following students for their successful efforts at the Northern Regional DECA conference: 

 

Rahil Patel - 5th place Business Finance Series 

Shalin Mehta - 4th place Business Finance Series 

Pranay Maniar - 5th place Hotel & Lodging Management 

Shreyas Agnihotri - 2nd place Hotel & Lodging Management 

Daniel Zhao - 1st place Marketing Communications 

Aditya Bhatt - 1st place Principles of Finance 

Nikhil Naik - 5th place Principles of Finance 

Asritha Guduru - 6th place Principles of Hospitality & Tourism 

Catharine Rewick - 8th place Principles of Hospitality & Tourism 

Joseph Schiele - 9th place Sports & Entertainment Marketing Series 

  

     
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On March 17, 18, and 19, our Spring Musical, “In The Heights” took place on the Morris Hills stage.  Our actors, directed by Mrs. 

Amy Calzone, and assisted by Mr. Harry Fahrer, as well as the choir and pit band, directed by Ms. Anna D’Achille and Mr. Richard 

Hartsuiker put on three amazing shows! The dancing and choreography, under the direction of Mrs. Maria Dalton, was incredible to 

view.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lastly, on March 30, the ERASE Club sponsored its annual Multi-cultural dinner.  Under the direction of Mrs. Marcia Ghetti and 

Mrs. Stefana Niemo, the event was a great success.  Students brought a variety of food dishes from their own ethnic backgrounds for 

all to share.  There was also dancing, acting, and a variety of activities to promote cultural diversity. 

 

 

The Morris Hills activity program has  been extremely busy promoting kindness, good will, and dedication to not only its school, 

but its community as well.  These groups give our students the outlet  to make friendships that will last a lifetime and better 

themselves as young men and women. 

 

 

         

       

 

 

 

 

        Gene Melvin 

        Assistant Principal     

    

 



News From Guidance   
 

 
Grade 10 Pre-College Planning Night  

 

The grade 10 Pre-College planning night provides an opportunity for parents and students to learn about the college 

planning process and what to expect over the next two years.  Specific topics include information about SAT and 

ACT testing, tools in Naviance, and how to begin the college search.  Our guest speaker, Mr. Ryan DeGuzman, from 

Kaplan Test Prep, will be available to discuss college testing options including SAT and ACT  changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 11 College Planning  
 
 

 

Counselors continue to work with juniors to plan for the college admissions process. Our goal is to have juniors refine 

educational and career goals by the end of this school year.  Counselors will be meeting with students in groups and 

individually to prepare lists of colleges to investigate. Students can also use the Naviance college and career program 

to assist them; the website is http://connection.naviance.com/morrishills for Morris Hills students and  

http://connection.naviance.com/amse for Academy students. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Guidance Dates 
 

April 12th - 7 PM         Grade 10 Pre College Plan Night  

March 27th-April 6th   PARCC 

May 1st - 12th             AP Exams 

May 31st—June 1st     Biology Competency Exam (BCT) 

                   



Boys Indoor Track – Head Coach Sean Robinson 

*Daniel Daley-Second Morris County 55HH 

*Alexander Pai–First Morris County 1000M           & 2nd 

Morris County 1600M 

*Michael Creighton-First Morris County 600M 

*Nalin Chopra-Third Morris County 1000M, Second Team 

All County 

   

Girls Indoor Track – Head Coach Claire Lawrence 

  Chioma Eluemunor –Morris County Shot Put Champion  

*Anjali Pai-Second Place 4x400M 

*Zuriel Medina-Second Place 4x400M 

*Laura Mathews-Second Place 4x400M 

*Kayley Moran-Second Place 4x400M 

 

Boys Basketball – Head Coach Andrew Maclay 

*Derrien Coley-First Team NJAC 

 *Ryan Kattell-Second Team NJAC 

   Andrew Behrendt-Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

Girls Basketball – Head Coach Alex Katz 

*Maddison Perna -First Team NJAC 

*Julia Catalano-Second Team NJAC 

  Megan Gaeb-Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

Wrestling – Head Coach Brian Bollette 

*Joseph Schiele -First Team NJAC 

*Dajon Chappell-First Team NJAC 

*Samuel Weiner-Second Team NJAC 

  Max Halkenhauser-Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

Boys Swimming – Head Coach Seana O’Connell  

  Peter Stobinski—Honorable Mention NJAC 

  Adam Byrdak—Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

Girls Swimming – Head Coach Heather McDonald 

*Aidan Pinto-First Team NJAC 

   Maggie Reilly-Second Team NJAC 

   Hannah Percely-Honorable Mention NJAC 

   Olivia Maute-Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

Boys Fencing – Head Coach Lisa Campi 

*Allen Liu-Second Team NJAC  

   Ian Figueroa-Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

Girls Fencing – Head Coach Tony Knuth 

*Frannie Lee-First Team NJAC 

*Lucille Tsao-First Team NJAC 

*Chloe Chinnadurai-First Team NJAC 

*Jessica Pan-Second Team NJAC 

*Allison Shweh-Second Team NJAC 

*Jenni Silverstein-Second Team NJAC 

  Sarah Espineli-Honorable Mention NJAC 

 

 

 

 

Ice Hockey – Head Coach Sam DeMarco 

*Matt Makuch-First Team NJAC 

*Jake Lissy-First Team NJAC 

*Brandon Kwestel-Second Team NJAC 

*Jon Sperry-Second Team NJAC   

  Joe Rabeno– Honorable Mention NJAC 

  James Betz-Rookie of The Year-Paul Persson Trophy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Criteria for All Academic:  Student-Athlete must have 

maintained an overall grade average of  85 during the sec-

ond marking period AND have been selected for First or 

Second Team All NJAC, First Team All-Area or  

Any All-State Team. 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Season Honors 2016-2017 



 

“It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to recognize, accept, and 

celebrate those differences.” 
                                                                                                                                                     Audre Lorde 

 

March 30, 2017 

 

Dear Members of the MHRD Community, 
 

Our District’s Summer Reading Program is once again encouraging a communal read. Imagine coming back to school 
eager to share a collective experience - an experience which encourages rich dialogue born from shared insights that 
only happens when we all participate. What a wonderful opportunity to start the year conversing with peers, teachers, 
administrators, and community members. What is especially noteworthy about this year’s selection is that is was cho-
sen by students.  After running a district wide contest, the winning submission Front of the Class: How Tourette Syn-
drome Made me the Teacher I Never Had was received from Indu Vaddiparti.  Indu was convinced her fellow stu-
dents would benefit from recognizing and celebrating the differences among us. 
 

Front of the Class: How Tourette Syndrome Made me the Teacher I Never Had is an inspirational memoir written by 
Brad Cohen. It is a story of courage and persistence.  A story where a little boy struggling with Tourette’s dreams of 
becoming a teacher.  From the onset, Brad Cohen endured ridicule from his peers, impatience from family and 
friends, and at times even disgust from a variety of adults who should have known better.  What is most astonishing 
is his resilience in the face of frustration, disappointment, and ignorance.  Brad Cohen's story does not just invoke 
pity; on the contrary, it is a manual for how to forge forward. 
 

We hope to provide meaningful education on this topic and look forward to guest speakers joining us in the Fall.  The 
book should appeal to readers of all levels.  Students are welcome to take notes and/or annotate as they read; however, 
no additional assignments are required. It is our sincere hope this book will spark compassion and encourage discus-
sions regarding tolerance. Our goal is to remind students that diversity makes for a rich environment where all individ-
uals are equal in value. Because we firmly believe in the capacity to encourage life-long readers, we emphasize this dis-
trict-wide summer read is mandatory for all students attending Morris Hills High School and Morris Knolls High 
School. 
 

Please be advised that there is an additional summer reading title and assignment for students 
enrolled in AP Literature, AP Language, IB English I, IB English II and the Academy Summer  
Program.  The titles and assignments for these courses can be found on the district website as well. Since students are 
responsible for obtaining a copy of the summer reading books, all sending schools, local libraries, and bookstores have 
received notification of all summer reading requirements so they may make appropriate preparations. 
 

We are hopeful with the overall reduction in summer assignments, you will heartily encourage your students and  
children to read for pleasure and to certainly thoroughly enjoy this text.   Thank you for your continued support and for 
your willingness to encourage this endeavor. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mrs. Erin Morgan 

Interim District Director of Instructional Service, Language Arts 

emorgan@mhrd.org 

 

 

mailto:emorgan@mhrd.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, the Language Arts Department encouraged students to take an active role in the selection process for the District 

Summer Read.  Although several students entered the contest, three special students rose above the rest to win Amazon gift 

cards and the respect of their teachers, administrators and peers.   

Consider, if you will, a true tale about a young boy from Malawi, Africa who builds a makeshift windmill to produce     

electricity for his impoverished village. According to Shalaka Madge, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  “will enrich and 

broaden the reader’s world perspective.”  What Shalaka finds particularly inspirational is “the message readers will glean 

from William Kamkwamba’s (the author) determination in pursuing his education.” 

If you have ever wondered about the rift between North and South Korea, you may want to try Titus Ridgway’s selection, 

In Order to Live. Written by Yeonmi Park, it is a story of survival despite the most harrowing circumstances. Yeonmi’s 

memoir is riddled with painful scenarios as she narrowly escapes from North Korea only to be sold into the human         

trafficking network in China.  Titus feels it is a compelling story “of a resilient teenager who against all odds perseveres 

through unimaginable circumstances.”   

Ultimately, we chose Indu Vaddiparti’s title, Front of the Class: How Tourette Syndrome Made Me the Teacher I Never 

Had.  Brad Cohen’s memoir educates us about the painful stigma of a neurological disorder and one man’s fight to be    

accepted.  Indu feels it is an excellent choice because “it sends the message to young readers that they can achieve anything 

they set their minds to.” Although this final selection triumphs as the 2017 District Summer Read book, we encourage    

everyone to explore these enlightening narratives of courage. 



AVID  

 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a nationwide, four-year program that is designed to help students in the aca-

demic middle prepare for and succeed in high school and college. With individual support by trained faculty, students will pursue a 

challenging and rigorous curriculum while investigating careers and colleges, learning more effective study strategies, and working 

collaboratively with like-minded peers.  The AVID approach is based on rigor and high expectations; however, the core component 

of the program is the AVID elective, which lends support to students as they tackle the school’s most rigorous classes. Over the 

course of four years, students will work with their AVID elective teacher and specially trained tutors to develop independent study 

skills, questioning techniques, and career awareness. 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AVID Class of 2017 College Acceptances  

Adelphi University   Monmouth University   Temple University 

Albright University   Moravian College   University of Alabama 

Arcadia University   New Jersey Institute of  Technology University of Arizona  

Arkansas State University   Oklahoma State    University of Bridgeport 

Centenary    Pennsylvania State University  University of Delaware 

Delaware State University   Ramapo College    University of Illinois Chicago 

Fairleigh Dickinson University  Rowan University   University of Maryland 

Florida International University  Rutgers University-New Brunswick  University of New Haven 

Florida State University   Quinnipiac University   University of Pittsburgh 

Hampton University   Santa Fe College    University of the Sciences, Philadelphia 

Hofstra University   Seton Hall University   University of Scranton 

Juniata College    St. John’s University   West Virginia University 

Lynn University    Stevenson University   William Paterson University 

Marist College    Stony Brook University 

 Massachusetts College of Pharmacy  

 

 

                 AVID Students of the Month                                                              AVID Educators of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  Juan Baena                                               Grace Logan                                          Mrs. Young                                                      Mrs. Bailey 

    AVID 12                                                    AVID 12                                                    Guidance                                                     World Language 



Our School Calendar can also be accessed 

 at:   

www.mhrd.org 

April 5 Home & School Association Meeting - 7 pm 

April 5 Teen/Parent Driver Safety Program - 7 pm 

April 11 Teen/Parent Driver Safety Program - 7 pm 

April 11 End of Marking Period #3 

April 12 Grade 10 Pre College Planning Night - 7 pm 

April 13 Senior Class Event—7 pm 

April 15 MH Relays 

April 26 National Honor Society Induction - 7 pm 

April 27 Teen/Parent Driver Safety Program - 7 pm  

May 1 - 12 AP Testing  

May 3 Home & School Association Meeting - 7 pm 

May 4 - 5 ITS Production - 7 pm 

May 6 SAT’s Morris Hills 

May 19 Junior Prom - 5:30 pm 

May 19 Mid-Quarter Marking Period #4 

May 22 Academic Recognition Dinner - 6:30 pm 

May 24 Spring Band Concert - 7:30 pm 

May 29 School Closed  

May 31-June 1  Senior Art Show 

May 31-June 1 BCT Biology Exam—8am 

June 2 Choir “Pops” Concert - 7pm 

June 5 Senior Awards - 6:30 pm 

June 9 Senior Prom - 6:00 pm 

June 12 Senior Sports Awards - 6:00 pm 

June 14-19 1/2 Days Final Quarterly Review 

June 21 End of Marking Period #4 

June 22 Graduation  

Follow us on Twitter @MHActivities 

Check out MH Activities on YouTube 


